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It has been realized that the protection of cultural heritage contributes to the future of
the city and the quality of life of local residents and visitors. Urban heritage engenders
the civic pride, economic benefit, and therefore lead to the sustainable competitiveness
of the city. Unfortunately, historic urban areas in many parts of the world are facing
various issues. Those issues are not new but slightly different from anything we have
seen before. However, in recent years, there has been increasing concern over the visual
impact of tall buildings in the World Heritage cities in Europe, such as London, Vienna,
Saint Petersburg, and Cologne.

It led to the preparation of the notion of historic urban landscape (HUL) initiated by the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre since 2003. The first international conference was
held in 2005 and the international discussion began in 2006. At this stage, the notion is
still under debate and the definition of HUL is not definite yet. It appears that the
international discussion largely relies on the cases of European cities, while a very few
case on Asian cities were referred. Further, the notion is hoped to be applied to not only
World Heritage cites but also historic town in general. From the objective and
discussions of these meetings, it could be said that the core idea of this notion is to
focus on safeguarding the sense of place and the visual integrity of the place is one of
the most important elements of HUL.

Asian cities are changing dramatically - physically and socially, during the past few
decades. Increasing population in major cities and influence of globalization led to the
recent trend of tall building development, as iconic architecture is widely used to re-
create the identity of the city. However, this could have influence on the value of the
historic urban areas. To maintain the unique characteristics of the historic urban area in
Asia, this study shows the importance of having a specific tool to cope with the visual
impact of tall buildings.

As a result, the dissertation aims to establish a tool to identify the important view and a
tool to assess visual impact of tall building on the historic urban area. The methodology
of the dissertation mainly employs documentary analysis, together with an observation
of the case of old Bangkok. It begins with the analysis of the preparation of the notion
of HUL, international discussions, cases in Europe, and discussion on concepts related
to visual integrity. This includes the concept of cultural landscape, which the World
Heritage Convention and the European Landscape Convention are the major documents.

Succeeding chapters discussed the situation, challenges, and characteristics of historic
urban area in Asia as the common ground for designing the tool for visual impact
assessment. The result of the dissertation shows that unique characteristics of historic
urban area in Asia require a holistic approach considering heritage. Thus the notion of
historic urban landscape and its application are vital for safeguarding historic urban area
in Asia.



The tools for identification of the important view and for visual impact assessment for
historic town have been provided and applied to the case of old Bangkok. The important
view is the view that portrait the image or the spirit of the place. Thus it links with how
the place has been recognized. The result shows that important view is based on the
history of the place and visual integrity. As a result, identification of important view
would comprise four steps: 1) review of history, 2) identification of the possible
important view, 3) Analysis of visual integrity, and 4) selection of important view.
Important view may fall into five types: 1) panoramic view, 2) skyline or nighttime
appearance, 3) dominant architecture, 4) major open space and 5) streetscape.

The visual impact is changes in the characteristics of the view resulting from the new
development. This does not mean that tall buildings would necessarily present negative
impact on historic urban areas. In some cases, it could provide positive impact. In the
other word, it is important to understand the context of the historic place and at the same
time consider other factors. This could include the economic factors of the city and the
consideration on the quality of life of local residents.

As a result, there would be three factors in consideration of the proposal of tall building:
1) value of the view, 2) degree of visual impact, and 3) the content of contribution of
tall building. Apart from the visual impact assessment, the transparency and
accountability of the decision making process is one of the keys in conflict resolution.
Participation of stakeholders and public consultation are vital parts of the assessment
process.



