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A Study on the History of the Practice of Scenic Preservation and Creation in Japan
— Focusing on the activities and the ideas of “Hosho-Kai” —

26141

This study aims to reveal the history of the activities and the ideas of the “Hosho-Kai” organizations
since the latter Meiji era by tracing of the change and the expansion of the people’s perception of
sceneries of their own. In Japan of the prewar period, the arguments over city’s scenic beauty were
heated. In the background there was the movement of preserving local beautiful sceneries of the grass
roots by the citizen. Although it did not become fruitful for the modern urban planning systems directly,
we can find it very significant for contemporary community development. “Hosho-Kai”, a organization
for preserving beautiful sceneries, was the pioneer of such a movement that was established in every
part of this country. It had a new idea of preservation containing both “preservation” and “development”
and it resulted in application to the scenic district system. Thus it suggests that the ideas of “Hosho-Kai”,
the pioneer of community development in Government-and-people cooperation.
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