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Despite owning many real estate and thus having a large impact on the formation and
development of the urban fabric, landlords have been seldom recognized as major actors in the
areas of urban planning and design. With an added focus on open space mediated building groups,
this study examines the situation of landlords in detail through three case studies: Rowhouse and
Warehouse of Shikatebukuro, Onari Fukuro Koji, and Nishiike Valley. Through these case studies,
this research aims to: 1) identify the spatial characteristics of open space mediated building
groups owned by landlords, and 2) elucidate the key factors that affect the decision making of the
landlords. While the former objective is met by analyzing the perimeters of the architecture and
of the open space, the latter is met through the evaluation of qualitative interviews with the
landlords. As a result of decisions made by the landlords to sustain their property both
economically and spatially, the architecture was redesigned to allow more public use and the open
space was made more diverse in character. In making their real estate more sustainable, the
landlords had consequently created buildings and open space that are well connected to their

urban surroundings and historical background.
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