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The Actual Situation of Reuse of the Former Department Store Building
in Local Cities
Focusing on Case Studies of Partial Reuse by Local Capital
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In recent years, department stores have been closing in regional cities in Japan. These buildings
are too large and difficult to reuse all of floors as commercial facilities. Based on the background,
this paper aims to clarify the state of reuse of former department store buildings in local cities in
Japan and the process of “partial reuse” which we defined some floors of them are closed and open
other floors with local capital. First, we conducted internet and literature survey, and we extracted
two cases of partial reuse: Marukan Building and iti SETOUCHI. Second, we analyzed the process
of these two cases. We revealed that the partial reuse of former department store buildings was

promoted based on the ideas of area intention, speed, cost reduction, and local power.
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