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The Study of the relationship between Agricultural Settlements and Local

Governance Organizations in Hilly and Mountainous Areas

- A case of Ushio-district and Hata-district in Unnan city, Shimane prefecture -
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This study focus on the recent trend of increasing local governance organizations established
by local governments. The purpose of the study is to describe the relation between traditional
social (community) structure and its local government organization. The study chose two types of
organizations by the number of old unit of community: Ushio and Hata district. From the
interviews to local people and the municipality, the study shows that the traditional structure is
not affected by the local governance organization and the strategy of local governance
organization are different by its type and geographical environment. The study finds out the new
possibility of the local governance organization and indicates the importance of traditional

communities.
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