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The Changing Spatial Structure of Rias Coastal Fishery Villages in the Sanriku Area
Focusing on the Changes Seen in the Vallies of Karakuwa Region, Kesennuma City
37-196152 Y1 R K

The Sanriku Area is one of Japan's tsunami-prone zones. Due to its geographical
features, the rias coastal fishery villages in this area experienced severe damage from the Great
East Japan Earthquake in 2011. This study investigates how the villages' spatial characteristics
changed through the Reconstruction Period. We focused on the "Sawa" which is defined as the
valley areas that connect the port and plateau. Through literature review and spatial analysis,
the following was made clear. 1) The damage from the tsunami differs between villages, and of
the 17 villages, five have experienced severe damage multiple times in the last three significant
earthquakes, 2)The reconstruction of the Sawa was done mainly through the implementation of
"Fishery Village Reinforcement Project (Gyoshu-Jigyou)", but many spaces were not able to be
realized or is left as a void, due to the project's constraints, 3) After the construction of sea walls
and new roads, many Sawa have depression-like features. The new spatial characteristics of

Sawa need to be considered in future pre and post-disaster designs.
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