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Research about urban history of downtown in Tokyo focusing on formation of buildings

- The case of Ueno-Shitaya, former Kagai (a traditional entertainment district) -

37-176141 AR

One of the most characteristic streetscape in Tokyo is dense, small and multi-tenant buildings in downtown.

Though that area is often discussed from the viewpoint of sociology in the context of security, crime prevention

or formation of community, it is also important to find out how to form that downtown in terms of urban history.

This study discusses transition of buildings after WWII, especially how wooden architecture area became dense

building area. Study district is Ueno-Shitaya, which has historic background as former Kagai, a traditional

entertainment district. Through this study I found out that not only forms of building ownership but also

relationship between landowners and realtors have a big effect on formation of small and multi-tenant buildings

in downtown.
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