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Caring for Vacant Lots in the Town Center after the Nuclear Disaster:
From a Comparison of Odaka, Namie, and Tomioka, Fukushima Prefecture
37-206149 HEHEA

This study focuses on the increase in vacant lots and how these vacant lots are cared for in the town
center areas of Odaka, Namie, and Tomioka, where long-term evacuation orders were issued due to
the nuclear power plant accident. Vacant lots are being transformed, influenced by the pre-disaster
town structure, demolition/reconstruction status, and residents' involvement. Looking at vacant lots
that are being used as gardens, we see the inheritance of pre-disaster site use, the realization of
owners' awareness of problems and desires, and the mediation that occurs within the community to
connect owners and active agents. In addition, there are vacant lots where residents' organizations
are weeding autonomously and vacant lots where weeding is being done by contractors or volunteers
on their behalf. The pre-disaster approach to spatial involvement, in which residents lived in and
managed individual architectural spaces, has changed to one in which the area of involvement is
centered on dispersed architectural points. In addition, the management of vacant lots has shifted
from being the responsibility of the owners to the responsibility of the residents to respond to the

residents' desire to take care of the vacant lots.
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