Urban Planning Evolution and Historic Center Regeneration in Barcelona

Planners in Japan have at best a limited knowledge of Spanish planning practice, and this paper outlines the
principles, philosophy and practical evolution of urban planning for controlling the development in Barcelona. Case
studies are made as to analyze the residential development process in Ciutat Vella (Historic Center). Based on the
concept of “microurbanisme” with the planning instrumentsPERIs and ARIs, Barcelona has achieved the renovation
and the rehabilitation of the Historic Center aimed at avoiding gentrification and maintaining social coherence in the
affected neighborhoods.
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