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Study on “Housing Complex with Unit-Integrated Stores”
from the Point of View of Spatial Composition, Operations and Residence
37236179 i TiE

In modern society, where housing-community connections are weakening, Sumi-biraki —opening
homes to the community— has gained attention. Traditionally seen in detached houses, it is now
emerging in collective housing. This study defines such cases as “housing complex with unit-
integrated stores” and investigates their characteristics. Through architectural analysis and
interviews, the study explores spatial composition, operations, and residence. Findings highlight
three key aspects: (1) Operators play a crucial role in fostering community engagement through
events and concept explanations for residents. (2) Operational leadership evolves with residents’
participation. (3) Flexible spatial design supports diverse interactions, allowing adaptable use
over time. These findings suggest that interaction among space, operators, and residents shape

the success of such housing, enhancing both living experiences and community dynamics.
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