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STUDY ON THE EVACUATION BEHAVIORS OF ELDERLY RESIDENTS
IN RURAL COMMUNITIES DURING THE GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE
IN RELATION TO THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

A case of Akahama along the rias coast, Iwate prefecture

MEEAN, EHE LY, BER BT, KERH
Kosuke KAMBARA, Aya KUBOTA, Takefumi KUROSE,
Takuya HAGIWARA, Kaori FUKUSHI and Akiko TANAKA

Many elderly people were killed by the tsunami of the Great East Japan Earthquake in Akahama, Otsuchi town, Iwate prefecture.
The purpose of this paper is to describe the evacuation behaviors by interviews with residents in Akahama which is along the rias
Coast and to clarify how the built environment influences the evacuation behaviors of the elderly. It is found that 1) geographical
features such as nearness of a rising ground, sloping road to the sea and a narrow plain land are good for evacuation, 2) the town's
background such as past tsunami, seawall construction and elementary school which has never been damaged in a few hundred
years influences the evacuation behaviors and 8) family network and local community led to an influence on a turning point of an
evacuation behavior, but there were younger people who tried to help the elderly but did not succeed or was killed.
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