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STUDY ON THE SPATIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PUBLIC OBSERVATORIES
INCLOUDED IN HIGHRISE BUILDINGS. IN TOKYO REGION

AT, HEEN™, R, PafsEde

Hisao WAKAMATSU, Naoto NAKAJIMA, Aya KUBOTA and Yukio NISHIMURA

This study on public observatories and panoramic scenery was conducted from the following three perspectives: 1. Its location in urban

setting: Public observatories were established with a symbolic meaning on the top floor of the high-rise complex building situated in the

areas with high potential within the city.

2. Spatial design of the observatories within the building: Free space in public observatories

provides valuable space and scenery to the public. 3. Panoramic scenery seen from the observatories: The panoramic scenery from public

observatories is worth considering as a valuable public asset.

Keywords - Public Observatory, Panoramic Scenery, Free space, Circulation, Discussion about value of Panoramic Scenery
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{® Observatory after 1945 1945 SLAAD MM

® 1,2:TOKYO TOWER (targe ;special) ob, HRRZ 77— (X, 583 TR (1956,67 ~)
@ 3 : KASUMIGASEK) Bulld.ob. AL LIRSE (1968 ~ 1989)

@4 : WORLD TRADE CENTER Build.ob. #RE5>% —EIVERE (1970 ~ 2017
@5 : KEIO PLAZAHOTEL ob. RET 3 HH7ILRLZE (1971 ~ 1981)

@6 : SHINJYUKU SUMITOMO Buitd.ob, $ifR{EERKEIVRLO L — (1974 ~)

® 7 : SUNSHIEN 60 08. %2 ¥ 1 60 BR& (1978 ~)

@8 : SHINJYUKU NOMURA Bulld.ob. $ATASH IR O £~ (1978 ~)

@9 : SHINJYUKU CENTER Build.ob. $ifg ¢ > 2 —EIVRE R — (1978 ~)

@10 : CHIBA PORT TOWER ob, FEK— b 27— REH (1986 ~)

@11 : OMIYASONICCITY KB Y =¥ 7 &7 1 —RZH (1986 ~ 2009)

2 : HOKU-TOPIA ab. 1990 ~

A~

@14 . KISARAZU TOWER (open field) #& 53 27— (BH) (1992 ~)

@15 : YOKOHAMA LANDMARK TOWER ob, {83 > F—49 27—~ R& & (1993 ~)
@16 : St.Lukes Garden Tower ob, N2 7 —RWRAE (1993 ~ 2009)

@17 : Ebisu Gardenplace ob, BltEH—7 7L A ABIANE— (1994 ~}

.I!! : TELECOM CENTERab. 7L 3442 2/ & —, EHS (1995 ~)

i e

L )tnm'mnwmimx 7ﬂ-ﬂlﬂn i’ £ 'mrm-
@24 : CARETTA SHIODOME ob, /1 L v R3S il A 4t MR 0 &~ (2002 ~)
@25 : TOKYO CITY VIEW ob. 7Kk )L X £ (2003 ~)

=

U

7

A
public observatory

26' I-Link Town ob, mJi{[7 1) > 7] 2009 ~
NIEEDES Ao
.28 TOKYOSKYTREE'Ist& anob RRANAYI—FET v+ « @it 2012 ~)
@29 : SHIBUYA ST.OEVELOPMENT Build.ab. & REME L /VEROE— (2019 ~)

{ @ Observatory 1600 ~ 1945(Before World War Il), FRSZHEE 1600 ~ 1945 £ (MBIN)]
@ 1 : Castle Tower of Edo Castle ;TSI (1607 ~ 1638)
42 1 ATAGO TOWER ZE1M - REMMAE (1889 ~ 1923)
43 : RYOUUNKAKU TOWER SIZR GH8-+H) BEE (1890 ~ 1923)
9 4 : The House of Parliament ob, BISIBERAE (1936 ~)

Fig.1 Distribution of high-rise buildings possessing observatory and their appearance in Tokyo region
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nameof public observatory

| /symbollc scenery and position In highrise build.

character of place and land mark Attt & > /Rt

Tokyo Mwtropolitan Government Bd.ob.
WS AT &AL S AR

243.4m above the ground
itk 243.4m

ﬁ?h?g ggfoflamic view Bﬁ;{;&‘icﬁﬁm‘,ﬁ% name of place address trafic of surrounding,disance from the nearest st
RENABEE (m) g WA / {EPR RN , REFRH S OFMEERM (m)

Ichikawa | -link Town ob.
WBINT A ) 2270 RPN
150m above the ground

ik 150 m

?hinjyuku subcenter of Tokro

nghvlse area,front of Central Park

2-8-1 Nishishinnjyuku Shinjyuku-ku Tokyo
SRR - BRMEE - ‘z*ﬁlﬂﬁ
HEUEDRATE X FREATE 2-8-1

Surrounding Shinjyku ST.private railroad,subway
20m from Tocho-mae St.Oedo line

BATEARIAIZ JR - FLEX - 3T ERER
BBM AT - IDFHIARL Y #20m

Redevelopment south area of Ichikawa St.
1-10-1 Ichikwa minami Ichikawa city Chiba,
JR )1 AR I AR SE b X

T3S )(|RF 1-10-1

JR Soubu Line and Kesisel Line
20m from Ichikawa st.

UR $830F4R - HUARTREX

UR $8T8 249 eH) |[AR & ¢ 49 20m

Bunkyo Civic Centre ob.
XRVEY T « 8 —RBMER
141.7m above the ground

ik 141.7m

Sangenchaya Carrot Tower ob.
EHREF v QY 27— BN
125m above the ground

3 F 125m

Symbol zone of Bunkyo-ku

YRR RV —> (ERFmLNE)
1-16-21 Kasuga Bunkyoku-ku Tokyo
RAMXREEH 1-16-21

Ooedo line,Marunouchi Line Hakusan,kasuga St.
BEACTAR - T8k, h/ Mg, Bl - B85l
20 ~ 50m from Kasuga Kourakuen st,

FHEMR - BEERK ) 20 ~ 50m

Towerhall Funahori ob.

AR 7 7 — K — VRS HERR

Redevelopment area of Sangenchaya st.
ZHRRBRAIBERRIGE

1-1-1Taihido Setagaya-ku Tokyo
FRMHBAEEFE1-1-1

Tokyu Denentoshi line,Setagaya Line,Setagaya,
Tamagawa Line g mE#TH - HEBER.
HEE - E/Ib# 20 ~ 100m from Sangenchaya st.
ZHRBIRE Y 20 ~ 100m

Funahori Station area
BRYRAR LD X

Toei-Shinjyuku Line,Funahori St,
R TER , ARVRHE

115m above the ground 4—1--1 Funahori Edogawa-ku Tokyo 50m from Funahori st.
HE115m BRER I EARYE 4-1-1 HAYERR & V40 50m
Nerima-ku City Office ob. Center Area of Nerima-ku Seibu Ikebukuro Line,Yurakucho Line.Oedo Line
IR PR AT & R R MEDOHRDEE « SHBR Mejiro St.
93,82 m above the ground 4 6—12—1 Toyotamakita Nerima-ku Tokyo FEAL SR - HRBTER - MEATIAR - BAME
#h k- 93.82m FRBEERSEL6-1241 20m from Nerima st. $EER X V) ) 200m
HOKU=TOPIA ob. Basic Area in City Master Plan UR Keihin Tohoku Line, Nanboku Line Kitamoto St,
L UD BER WHHETRA2— - 75 Ukt UR FUERALHR - TR, LA, dtdlE
88.5m above the ground 1-11-1 Oji Kita-ku Tokyo 50 ~ 200m from Oji st.
iht 88.5 m WHESIEERIF 1111 EFERS #4950 ~ 200m
Chofu City Culture Center TAZUKURI ob. Redevelopment area of Chofu st. Keio Line
WHRXbaMizO< Y BN B ARA D B BT RER
50m above the ground 2-33-1 Kojima-cho Choufu City Tokyo 300m from Chofu st.
it 50m FEHUEBESTE T BT 2-33-1 WARER & Y £ 300m
KAWASAKI Mar;n ob. Higashi Ogishima,Public Area of Central Park ]Blfé l}gozt KAWASAKI
=) T~ RA= BWE (PRI
50m above the ground Higashi Ogishima Kawasaki-City Kanagawa | >0 from KAWASAKI MARIEN bus stop st.
bt SOm Pref. 7)) |8)| B HEE S JUER ) T /RS U #) 50m

Fig.2 Characteristics of place and landmark of public observatory in Tokyo region
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Fig.3 Public observatory and the number of surrounding
high-rise buildings (over 10F in height distributed within
the area of 1km radius)
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Fig.4 Distribution of over 10 th floor buildings in 1km circle
range around Sangenchaya Carrot Tower
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Tablel

Key-words used on observatory and panoramic scenery before project completion

AHBERB[LERESRIODLVTESAERR (FAS ) FREREHMET) oo s 9
Public Observatory Discription and Keyword used on spatial characteristics of Public Observatory /\3tREHERDZFIEICRIT B ES itk notes
and panoramic scene Discription from conference documnt @& FEH S DAt (— : cannot be found) (— : &g RAEL) |V
. Keywords concerning symbolic meaning of appearance Keywords concerning value | Keywords concerning
RHELRS of high-rise build. with Public Observatory ~ AHELMHER%Z | of inner space ZFZER] | panoraic scenery b3
EBERE Y5 BRERENBICET 500 fiifE B g Bagit BELEHICET S50 HE
HOKU TOPA ob.and ps. | [KITA-ku' s symbol playing a central role in the industrial [Higher than ASUKAYAMA TOWER]
Ty and cultural actlvmes} ) . ) [Image of panoramic scenery
EosmH O EXULEBDORONREIERETIEY VRV to be seen] N @
o [Simbol of Kita-ku providing strong impression of the area ] ORBELZT—LYEW
OHEXDENRE R NFET > >V RIV ) (—ETEZFVRLERR
[Facilities that residents feel proud of | @ TXEH\EN 25658 A A=)
open 1990 fERA% [Splennded facilities earn afte ages | @ 1|54 % 117k /5 Mis |
Tokyo Metropolitan [Symbol of Tokyo expanding into 21.C] @21 tHQICAITRE [Both Japanese and foreigners
Government Bld.ob. | 2850 > AL [Impression of unique twin towerproviding enjoying panoramic view ofTokyo
and ps. RRETATE | a new shape of city from distant view should be proud] —_— from 200m high level] 13)
RLNEHR & BERE @ NEL L18, MHORIBICSZ HHREVEDDNR O ERHNH 5 200mEFR
open 1991 ERA% [ must be prouded] @ &Y IcEhizlrh IE75 570N DOEFADBEEZ LT
KAWASAKI MARIEN .ob. | [Symbol and image of KAWASAKI port] @T/IlIEED> > KL
andps. JIBERUIY | .4 X -9 @HRICEINIEDYDO—B)
BELEREBERE [Symbolic Facilities to be used by citizens] [observatory introduce port] — 14)
open 1992 &A% O FRICHMENE> VR ViEs% ) @ BLERNT HBREE
Nerima-ku City office [Hometown maintaing haramony between natural and residen
ob.and ps. #EXEpr | -tial environment @rg sk & FIBIHIATRL < ALz 55 | Problem with luxurious
B BERE E&J [Simbol as Nerima Facilities] @ [ $REDR# & L TDERY ) | restaurant — 15)
=Strong protects from surrounding residence against highrise | (@%FEL X b 5 > R&E)
open 1994 % build by neighborhood:i&f%ﬁ&?ﬁﬁﬂ SEBHERNE R
Bunkyo Civic Center [asalandmark] @[5> F<—o& LT [Its merit is that it can overlook the
ob.and ps. XRm¥EY 7 [C[t_entral facility in Bunkyo-ku’ s :ngb‘)hc zone] entire Bunkyo-ku] 16)
2 —BLMERE BE| O XXREDY VRV - V— 2 DFIDHHER — (TSR s —tB .
249 open 1994 £RIE O NRXE—LTEZAUY )
%hOfll(l Citggugg' escentre [Symbol of Chofu city with nice life style love and beauty ] Ec?gﬂ?jﬂc X/iﬁvguqifirr?r?‘;ncti?ingn 4
E%;;%&ﬂ: %ﬁﬁ?—cj< V) OTHEIMIT S LIV - BEXDOHEHRHI DY VRV center of%'ok)‘/o W Y
EEG LT [Dynamic symbolism, with top floors floating in the air] O - MOKRUVELILEDLE | 17
open 1995 fERA% O TEBEHEITEL AAFI v oY VRV L ellidtdr & BEET 2 |
Sangenchaya Carrot [Setagaya-ku has no uniquenness] @ MERBRXIZEEDELN | [Precious property of [Make use of its characteristics to
Tower ob.and ps. =#F | [High-rise build.with symbolism] ~ @ rmEDs >Rk re5|dents]£ paniramic scenery of Chofu city]
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Public Observatories in the Tokyo Area were mostly established in the 1990s for the first time in history. There are currently
9 such observatories, and they are the subjects of this paper. Some of the profit-making observatories are also called public
observatories, but they are actually not. They are established for business purposes in high-rise buildings to provide panoramic
scenery. The total volume of free space in the public observatories is small, considering the huge Tokyo area. It was found in this
study that while the number of such observatories are limited, they provide precious public space and valuable scenic views
to the public. We carried out this study on public observatories and panoramic scenery using the following three perspectives.
1.Its location in an urban setting, 2.Spatial design within the building,3.Panoramic scenery seen from the observatories

1. Public observatories were established on the top floor of the high-rise complex building situated in the areas with high
potential within the city, as status symbols of many high-rise buildings. Once established, they become the highlight of the area.
Public observatories provide panoramic views of the city, and the public can follow the transformation of the city’s scenery from
these vantage points. The creation of public observatories however, has never been the main objective in construction projects.
For almost all projects, the main focus was the outside appearance of the architecture. This became clear from the official
minutes of the various assembly meetings.

2. Free and open public observatories are valuable spaces and provide great scenic views. The total amount of such free space
is not much considering the huge Tokyo area however. It is difficult to create free public spaces with observatories for a few
reasons, namely limited floor volume and competition with other facilities. Almost all 9 public observatories discussed in this
paper were constructed in the 1990s during the so-called Bubble Period. The space secured for free open public spaces was
limited since the intention was to make various functions coexist with each other in the limited floor space available, such as
eating and drinking areas run by businesses. There are a few cases, such as the Tokyo City Government building and the
Ichikawa city’s I-Link-town building, which provide expansive, comfortable public spaces for visitors.

3. Panoramic views from perfect circulation are 2 examples only. Other examples are partly and divided by other use. Scope
of panoramic View is limited by planning with other use. The value of panoramic scenery seen from public observatories had not

been thoroughly discussed in the process of each project. There are only a few documents that discuss this aspect of the value of
public observatories. The panoramic scenery viewable from public observatories is worth considering as a valuable public

asset. Historically, it has always been difficult for the public to have a chance to view the city as a whole.

From these three points of view, it became clear that the value of public observatories is difficult to be understood and the
opportunity to view panoramic scenery has been hard to secure throughout the history of Tokyo. Nine public observatories were
established in high rise architectures between the years of 1980 and 2000. Many of them ,free spaces, were poorly planned, with
limited space being divided among varying functions. Highrise buildings and its tops were realized as symbols of each area.
Symbolism of outside and business of other use are main focus. Public observatories inclouded in highrise buildings were not
main theme of the projects. They were almost realized without discussing about value of free space and panoramic view in this

city.
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