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A STUDY ON DEVELOPMENT OF MOVEMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN
BY GINZA STREET ASSOCIATION, TOKYO

— Focusing on a succession of awareness of the issues and the image of spaces from pre-war to post-war —

BT &G, T BE AY
Takahiro MIYASHITA and Naoto NAKAJIMA

The purpose of this paper is to reveal history of movement for urban design by proprietors of stores in Ginza from 1930’s to 1960’s. We
pay attention to Ginza Street Association: store association has been composed of proprietors of stores along Ginza Street. They have
continued to argue what to do to make future vision of Ginza Street come true for a long time; and awareness of the issues of urban

space in 1930's were passed to movement in post-war even though most buildings were burnt down by air raid in 1945. Then main

purposes of movement: removal of telegraph poles and abolition of tram were achieved in 1960's.

Keywords : Ginza Street, Ginza Street Association, Store Association, Movement for Urban Beauty, Urban Design
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Table1 Materials owed by Ginza Street Association.

1. Scrapbooks owed by Gi;:zar Street Association (1936 -)

|
|
) News of Tokya Olympic Games, Japan EXPO and memorial events of 2600 years |
7 News of movement for urban design and festivals by Ginza Street Association !
7 News of events in Ginza (Changes of urban spaces and trends of commercial activities) !

_2. Bulletins of Ginza Street Association (1959 -)

> Reports of mavement by Ginza Street Association
) Claims to local governments (Urban development and legislation)

3. Records of the board of governors (1959 -)

‘1 Arguments and opinions for urban design in Ginza
() Contents of resolutions on movement

4. Petitions to local governments (1959 -)

2 Claims and requests on urban design
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Photo1 Ginza Street where telegraph poles were standing in
1935. Ginza Street Association recognized that telegraph poles
were abuses for “Urban Beauty”.

(Owed by Ginza Street Association)
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Photo2 Anoise survey at Ginza Street on Dec. 19, 1936.
The person on the extreme right is Yoshitane Tochinai.
(Owed by Ginza Street Association)
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Photo3 Ginza Street after siructlo
poles and willows have been removed.
(Owed by Ginza Street Association)
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The change of arguments for urban design in Ginza Street in history of movement by Ginza Street Association.
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A STUDY ON DEVELOPMENT OF MOVEMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN
BY GINZA STREET ASSOCIATION, TOKYO

— Focusing on a succession of awareness of the issues and the image of spaces from pre-war to post-war —

Takahiro MIVASHITA ™' and Naoto NAKAJIMA **

“! Doctoral Student, Dept. of Urban Engineering, Graduate School of Engineering, University of Tokyo, M.Media and Governance
** Assoc. Prof, Dept. of Urban Engineering, Graduate School of Engineering, University of Tokyo, Dr.Eng.

“Ginza Street” is known as the main street of Ginza and it is a part of “Chuo Street™ a street links Shinbashi with
Ueno. It has a long history since Ginza brick-faced building city in Meiji era, and modern urban spaces have been
formed by modern buildings and urban design in this history. Ginza has been subjected to studies in many fields, and
it 1s indicated the extinection in history of urban developing caused by war damage in these studies. However, it is
considered that there is the continuity from pre-war to post-war in purposes of movement for urban design by
proprietors of stores along Ginza Street. They have continued to argue what to do to make future vision of Ginza
Street come true for a long time. So we pay attention to Ginza Street Association: store association has been
composed of proprietors of stores along Ginza Street, and reveal history of movement for urban design by them from
1930’s to 1960’s. We find out a new context of history in Ginza by means of this research.

In 1930’s, Ginza Street Association started movement for “Urban beauty” of Ginza Street and their goal setting was
to achieve it by Tokyo Olympic Games in 1940. Main purposes of this movement were removal of telegraph poles and
abolition of tram, and they have appealed to city government. In 1936, Ginza Street Association developed movement
with “Nihon Toshifukei Kyokai”, and they carried out a noise survey for abolition of tram. In 1937, they planned
“10-year plan for remodeling of Ginza Street” as a long - term plan for urban beauty. However, this movement ended
in failure as the society entered into the war regime after 1938.

In 1945, Ginza Street Association planned “Ginza reconstruction plan”. In this plan, purposes of movement in
1930’s were succeeded though it was under the condition buildings had been burnt down by air raid. And it was also
held up purposes of movement: removal of telegraph poles and abolition of tram in “Remodeling plan of Ginza étreet”
in 1958. They have repeated petitions to city government, and they have consulted with Tokvo National Highway
Office for reconstruction of Ginza Street. As a result, they achieved removal of telegraph poles, abolition of tram and
construction of new pavement in 1968. In parallel with this movement, they have planned a big scale festival in
Ginza Street. They have continued arguments for Ginza Street as festive spaces, and it was held “Daiginza Matsuri”
on reconstructed Ginza Street.

In conclusion, it became clear that there was the continuity from pre-war to post-war in purposes of movement for
urban design. Especially, three themes: removal of telegraph poles, abolition of tram and new pavement have been
found the value in each era. On the other hand, arguments about street trees haven’t been decision clear directions in
history of Ginza Street Association. From the above, it is considered that construction of Ginza Street in 1960’s had a

value as the ultimate goal of movement for a long time from pre-war.

(2017 4E 7 B 9 HEARSEEL, 2017 42 10 H 24 HERA )
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