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The spatial deep structure of Cultural Landscape in Gokayama based on oaza

-The study on Cultural Landscape conservation of mountain villages, Ainokura, Suganuma World Heritage Villages and their

surroundings-

T

Tomoko Mori

This paper aims to clarify the spatial deep structure of Cultural Landscape in Gokayama where world heritage historic
villages, traditional houses in the Gassho Style villages in Ainokura and Suganuma, are there from the scope of its
units of 44 villages for understanding its Cultural Landscape. The following two points were clarified. 1) We can
understand primitive natural condition through oaza analysis, which is the unit of villages responding to nature before
modern era. This is what showing the main fundamental physical landscape of the region. 2) The main reason of
identifying each oaza is by its water supply system. It is also the base of its community. So water supply system is the
primitive structure of Gokayama region in both of a community and a physical landscape. It seems that to identify the
essernce of region is the fundamental way for understanding Cultural Landscape as “combined works of nature and of

291

man’ .
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