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HFZZDEE  This thesis investigates the urban morphological evolution of Ningbo, focusing on the tensions between modernization and the
continuation of traditional urban forms. It aims to address the need for a systematic framework to study Chinese urban morphology, not only overcoming
the challenges posed by limited historical records but also critically reassessing the applicability of Western morphological theories in the Chinese urban
context. Through a combination of historical data collection, morphological analysis, and mixed-methods approaches, this study develops an analytical
framework suited to understanding urban spatial transformation in Chinese cities during modern era.

The research begins by a systematical reconstruction of Ningbo’s historical urban form, drawing from primary sources such as maps, local chronicles, and
newspapers, supplemented by secondary research. Key morphological elements defining the city’s spatial structure are identified, laying the foundation
for periodization. The study delineates two key morphological periods based on critical historical events and quantitative analysis of street systems,
mapping the dynamics of spatial transformation in response to socio-political and cultural shifts. Historical maps are corrected and supplemented using
modern cartographic data, enabling an accurate representation of urban change at both city-wide as well as district and building scales. The integration
of qualitative historical narratives with quantitative spatial analysis (via DepthmapX) provides a multidimensional perspective on Ningbo's evolving urban
structure.

The findings reveal that Ningbo’s morphological evolution is characterized by the coexistence of traditional spatial structures and modern interventions,
forming a hybridized urban landscape rather than a complete rupture. Key features of pre-modern Ningbo, organic street networks, culturally embedded
public places (public buildings and outdoor spaces), demonstrated resilience despite modernization pressures. Unlike the rigid zoning and geometric
planning found in Western cities, Ningbo's transformation followed a pattern of negotiated adaptation, where local agency played a decisive role in
shaping modern urban functions while maintaining historical spatial logic. This study further critiques the limitations of Western-centric urban theories
when applied to Chinese contexts, emphasizing the necessity of a localized framework that accommodates both traditional Chinese urban elements and
modern planning paradigms.

Ultimately, this thesis makes two key contributions to urban morphology. First, it demonstrates how Chinese cities, exemplified by Ningbo, navigated
modernization while preserving key spatial structures, challenging the narrative of abrupt Westernization. Second, it underscores the importance of
adapting foreign morphological theories to local historical contexts, ensuring that analytical frameworks reflect the unique socio-spatial logic of Chinese
cities. By weaving these insights together, the study offers a nuanced understanding of how historical continuity and urban transformation coexist. The
findings provide practical implications for urban planners, emphasizing the need for a balanced approach that integrates historical spatial logic into
contemporary urban development. Future research should refine micro-scale morphological analysis through architectural typologies and land-use data,

while expanding comparative studies between Ningbo and other Chinese port cities.

F—7ETER Cities have always been a fascinating and enchanting entity to me. Whether it
Aye—Y HFE EA
BHTHA Y HRE HiF

is the hybridity of Tokyo, the fluidity of Hangzhou, or the gentle charm of Ningbo—please allow me

to describe them in this way, as | know that no words can truly capture their essence. This deep

fascination has led me to dedicate the past ten years of my academic journey to the field of urban
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planning, from undergraduate studies to my doctoral research. My decision to focus on Ningbo in

this dissertation was driven by both academic and personal reasons. On the one hand, it provided a
compelling case for my research; on the other hand, it is the city where | spent the first 18 years of
my life before entering university. | have witnessed its expansion and reconstruction, appreciated its
emerging beauty, and at the same time, worried about the loss of its historical form.
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