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0 nadayinthe end of the Rainy season,
wehad awaking trp inthe ol Bangk ok.
The ol Bangk ok area aswe call
“Rattanak osinArea” & a histort core of
Bangk ok w ith itsprecous cu ftural
treasures.To discovering varbus ayers of
urban contexts tha thave been develmed
through 200 vyears,w as the m ost
importan tpoint of our focus.Forme ,as a
guide, lw Bh to et'smy friends w ak
through sma llheighborhoods &iddown at
the back side of tourist attractbn spots,
and also kt's them re-read the real ife of
Bangk ok people by their fresh eyes.
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G etting off the boatat”Tha Chang ”(),near by
Cha o Phra ya R ver, opp osite of the G rand Pa lace,
we saw chaos of peopk atthe marke tphces, the
noda Im ode, transited from the w ater w ay to the
road way.Then wewaked along the road near by
the river to an other Pier,caléd "Tha Prachan ”@). At
thatpierwe saw a new arcade ina sma |Imarke t
that & one of conservatbn projects. ltcan be said
tha t thisnew arcade & a good exam pk of the

imp emen taton of conservatbn plan because it s a
colbborative practice between the Ieal

governmen t,the ow ner, the residents,and the
universityprofessors. The se two marke tplces
around the piersare weltknown forde lcbus food
and specialtyshops.Even though the marke tshave
been supp osed to be torn dow n by the
conservaton plan and the governmen tclared the
sma |Imoveablk shops on the foo tpath man y times,
the realdemand of purcha sing stillha's supp orted
the exiting of the se Wely marke ts.

T hen our eyes opened to the huge publc plza,
caléd "Sanam Luang ”"@),an open space for holding
the royaland na tona Icerem ony.W e w aked by the
shortcut of itsw idth,and then crossed the hner
citymoatto "Yan Sam prang D strect” ).

T he cana | éd us to a sma Ilenclosure
neighborhood, named ”"Prang Phu thorn”6). h the
midd k of the enclosed ol shop-houses, there & a
sma llpocketpark,used for recreatbn and festial.
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Before the residentscreated this lowel park in
199 7, they triedhard to w ork toge ther as a

communi tyassociatbn for improv ing the

envionmen t of theirareas.To replace a park on a
vacan t food bazaar and to repaintshop-houses in
this place can be represen ted as a starting point of
the communi tyw orks inBangk ok.Here, land my
friends fetthappy to tak w ith my |l@alfriends. They
are the thirdgenera tbn peoplk continueing to Ive in
this neighborhood. A ko, they devo ted them selwes to
work for their ow n areas.

A fter a break atthe sma llpark,w e w aked to the
main road,”Bamr oong Muang ” @), one of the fist

w estern styk streets inBangk ok.W e can see the
traces of od shop-houses copied the styk passed
by Penang and Singapore. h some shop-houses, the
Chino-Portugue se” ekemen tshave been éft,such as
the arcade inthe front of the buildings.Later,we
passed to the new plza,caléd by Bangk ok peopk
as ”Lan Kon Muang ”(),the civilsocietyplace built
by the Bangk ok Me tropolitan A dministraton (the

BM A), w hich 5 incuded inthe conservatbn projcts.
The opposite site of the plaza 5 "W atSuthat

Tem pk”marked the center point of Bangk ok by "the
G iantSw ing”.

W ewaked eastward to the two tem ples |lzated
atthe Outer citymoat,builtby the K ing Rama the
Third. At the other side of tem ples w e can see the
cityw alland the Mahakarn Fort. At the area
backside of the cityw allone neighborhood & hidden
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behind .Now, the conservatbnistsand the Ical
peopk try hard to find the way how can we
redevelom the area as the histort m onumen tsand
providea part of area for its residents.

T uring éftagain,w e faced the "Ratchadamne on
Boulkvard”@).Then we saw the "Lan

Jessada bodin”@),a plza thatreplced the

m odernism thea tre. The conservatbn practices by
replacing green open spaces to create visua | vsta to
the historc m onumen tsw as one of the conflicts in
conservatbn m ovemen tduring 1980s-90s.To
evalia te vales of the m onumen tsand making a
decisbn how to keep and revealsome evidences on
the overlapp ing &yers stillhas been the hot ssues in
Bangk ok and ako those of the other cities.

T he end of our route was on the corner of the
boukvard tha tshow ed us the trace w hen the ol
Bangk ok faced w ith the w estern m ovemen tinthe
perbd of the K ingRama the fifth (atthe same time
of Mei jiPeriod). The Boulevard was constructed by
the K ing to link the ol palace to the new one,
designed by Italian architect. The emergen ce of the
old Bangk ok and the m odern Bangk ok app eared in
front of us.

O ne day in ol Bangk ok,w e re-read itand felt it
The d&yers and traces are revea kd to our eyes.
~-hope to wak w ith you again !
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Town Regeneration: Experiences from Japan and Thailand

Chu klongk ornK=586M Niram on Piadaeng

O n Oct ober 24th, 2006 ,the Facu lty of A rchitecture, Chu klongk orn University CU) he d
the specialseminar on the toptc of “Tow n Regenera ton :Exp eriences from Japan and
Thailand ” inthe colaboratbn w ith Urban DesignLaboratory,University of Tokyo and the
Facu lty of A rchitecture and P lanning ,Thamma sartUniversity (TU) .The objectives of the
seminar w ere to exchange ideas, know kdge and experiences on the bssues related to

tow n regenera ton from the two coun trie.

from JA PAN from THAI

(1) Cultural Resources Management in Historic
Community in Bangkok: The Tha Tian Case

(Assoc. Professor Yongtanit Pimonsathien, TU)

(2)Cultural Heritage Management of Amphawa

Communit vy, Samut Songkhram Province

(Assoc. Professor Wannasilpa Peerapun, CU)

(3)Diversity, Proximity, and ldentity Lost: Losing Yourself
over Tourism

(Jaturong Pokharatsiri, lecture r, TU)

(4) Communi ty-Based Tourism and Sustainable
Development in Lanta Island, Krabi Province
(Treechart Lawkaewnoo, Master student, CU)

(5)Design for New Public Domains in Bangkok: A Case
Study of Patumwan Block, Bangkok

(Kanlayanee Pornpattanakulton, Undergraduate student, CU)

(1) Improving Landscape and Cityscape in
Asia and Japan

(Professor Yukio Nishimura)

(2) Tomo: Development of Machizukuri by
Local Citizens with Various Sectors
(Kumi Eguchi, Master student)

(3)Kitakata: Role of University in
Machizukuri Process

(Il Ji, Master student)

(4)Shinjuku: Recent Trends and
Discussion on the Methods of Urban
Landscape Planning

(Setsuji Nagase, Doctoral student)

F rom the presentatbns,w e have found severalsimilarities
am ong the case studies from Japan and Thailnd .Fist of
allactive involvemen tfrom various sectors incuding laal
citzen, academi c institutes, and I@algovernmen tinthe
process of tow n regenera ton w hich brough tabout some
effective resultssuch as the improved town envionmen t
and the revitalzed economic actiities.Second, insuch a
process, the universities have played signifcan t roles in
technicalasssting; informa ton prov sbon and

dissemina ton;articulating interests;and coo rdinating
between the sectors involved.
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B esides the findings from the case studies,w e alko found
an other similarity in our éarning philosophy w hich w as the
pragma tic and actbn-based app roach.Here, the tow ns
and vildge s are “our &boratory” to experientialy éarn, to
exercise our know lkdge , to test,and to develoo the new
know kdge regarding tow n regenera ton.

l: s clar tha t this specialseminar offered an opp ortunity
forprofessors and studen tsboth from Japan and
Thailand to karn from each other on the isues relted to
tow n regenera ton w hich w illbe bene fcialto alland ,
there fore, should be continued inthe future.
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