/ MINTHEBEDHEER p.2

9/27-9/29 MEERIT in M p.4
The Urban Design Family as a Tree p.6

HEAY 5&oEFYE p.8
TEEEHIER

TERMEREH IFER

T A VRS FEE T B EAS

FEER HE MR REBT ) B
http://ud.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ PR RS SE ST A1 R RBEAD 248 B



bt Tl O

_/_

™

>

i 3%

PERSE A, S

EQ%’%ELJE% CDEEDEZLENEEDER

b 7 Fé T B !

Professor Nishimura Lectures about the Machidukuri of Japan
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Lab Trip on 27 Sep.-29 Sep. in Hang Zhou
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A Comment After the Lab Trip
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The Urban Design Family asaTree

I ADORTEEINZE T TV A =R

The lab trip this year was planned and executed by Prof. Fu
who is a graduate of the laboratory. The Urban Design Lab.
tends to visit the graduates of the lab. for the lab trips, where
we can experience cities to a depth that would have been
difficult without the support. Prof. Nishimura used the words
“extended family” to describe this network of the laboratory
in alecture at Zhejiang Univ.

Assistant Prof. Chris, who knows well of the laboratory
system and other systems well, explains the peculiarities of
these “extended families” and what we should keep in mind

when being a part of them.
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Assistant Prof. Christian Dimmer

The laboratory system is a core component of graduate
education in Japan. It is a very unique and peculiar feature
that does not exist in the same form at American, European
or Asian universities, where students are not affiliated with
one particular teacher; one line of thought. In a laboratory
practice and education are closely interlinked; students and
teachers are learning together by doing real-world projects.

The laboratory system can be understood as an extended
family, with all the past and future teachers and students
being part of an ever emergent family tree.

In the case of the Urban Design Laboratory, who else can
claim to be part of a ‘family line’ that goes back to influential
figures like Kenzo Tange, Eika Takayama, Sachio Otani,
Sadao Watanabe, Yukio Nishimura, or Takeru Kitazawa? How
comforting it is, not to be doomed to start from scratch and
instead stand on the shoulders of such giants; to develop
new ideas by drawing on the wealth of previously developed
experience and skills? How reassuring it is not to be left
alone; always able to turn to other members of the family for
advice?

As every coin has two sides so also family life is not eternal
sunshine. Being born into large and notable family, it is as
much a privilege as much as it is an obligation. Being in the

same family line with giants the pressure can be significant.

1T ARERNT 2ERELANTE. RFERFEDRREE.
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3 HIARZFESEF v VNRICTHIREDF X LEEEE,
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Do | measure up to urban design pioneers like Kenzo
Tange, who built up the whole discipline of urban design in
Japan almost single-handedly? Will | get anywhere close to
Takeru Kitazawa, who has actively shaped the emergence of
Yokohama City as an urban design capital for decades? How
to become like Yukio Nishimura, who is skilfully spreading
urban design and preservation ideas across East Asia and
inspiring a growing network of experts and activists? In short,
what will be my own contribution to the family tree? Will |
be ever able to measure up; to become a useful and respected
member?

Over the years the family tree has grown, with ever new
limbs branching off to other universities, institutions and
to other parts of world. Like a tree, this living and growing
urban design network is infused with the original ideas and
values from the roots, but on the other hand, these branches
are also feeding back the energy that they generate through
photosynthesis, and thus re-energise the whole tree.

Rather than being static and immutable, this living family
tree that has grown out of the work of Kenzo Tange and it
had to respond to the different challenges of the day: carving
out pedestrian space in the 1970s, making urban design more
pluralistic in 1980s, preserving what was left of the cities’
built heritage in the 1990s and developing new tools for a

highly differentiated, matured, post-growth society after 2000.

A tree is only as strong as it is able to tap into new nutrients
and broaden its roots; as long as it stays flexible to bend its
branches in strong winds. By inviting in new family members
from different disciplines and backgrounds, entirely new kinds
of skills and knowledge are grafted to the tree; making it more
diverse, more colourful, and more strong.

A tree grows even stronger if it hasn’t have to stand on its
own, if it is part of a healthy, thriving and diverse eco-system.
By spurring its seeds far and wide and by enriching its own
DNA with those of other equally proud trees, a burgeoning,
lavish forest is growing; full of different old and new trees;
needle trees and and leafed trees; of high and low growth.

To leave our metaphor behind: In order to make our
cities better in a time of growing counter market pressures,
worsening environmental challenges, severe demographic,
economic, and socio-cultural transformations, it is important
to be rooted in strong values, like the family tree. We must
branch out and connect to others. Only if we collaborate
with many others from different disciplines, can we hope
to succeed to make more liveable, loveable, sustainable,

memorable cities full of diversity and energy. [ ]
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Visiting Places on the Way to and from Hang Zhou
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The Stay in Shanghai

Urban Design Lab had a lab trip to Shanghai and
Hangzhou. We went to see many historic and modern places
in Shanghai.

The first was Tian Xi Fang. Originally an old residential
area, it was slated for demolition but was preserved for arts
and culture after protests from residents and activists who
wanted to preserve its old world charm. Next was Xin Tian
Di. Another redeveloped residential area, it was originally
a traditional Chinese Shikumen houses, but is not an area
which has an active nightlife and art galleries.Shanghai
Another was World Financial Tower. Built by Mori Building,
it is currently the highest tower in Shanghai, and offers a
great view of the city from the top floor. Finally, the Yu
Yang Gardens (Garden of Contentment) is a traditional
Chinese garden which was originally planned in the 1560s.
However, due to turbulent times such as the Opium Wars, it
was destroyed and rebuilt many times.

| believe that China what makes China distinctive is
that while it pursues rapid modernisation, it is also trying
to keep and preserve its centuries-old cultural heritage. It
would be good to study the progress of China to see if it can
successful preserve its cultural heritage yet achieve rapid

modernization at the same time.

A Tian Xi Fang A Garden of Contentment
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