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The Legacy of Mining Landscapes in Taiping, Perak, Malaysia

This article delineates part of research background to explore the
heritage value and justify the meanings of mining cultural landscape
in Taiping. Tin mining is the oldest industry and being the key
economic pillar for Malaysia. In the mid-18th century, many small
towns and port cities established during the tin rush glories. The
industrial heritage has formed the Federated Malay States (FMS),
the mining industry expansion has generated infrastructure and
transportation development as well as the plural society formation

in Malaya during British colonisation. The immense changes of tin

structures, distinctive colonial landscapes, Lake Gardens, and the
Maxwell Hill. However, Taiping confronting the ad-hoc development
and the built heritage degradations such as the first built railway line
connected Taiping to Port Weld to transport mines and commodities
were gone and replaced by roads and residential. It is argued, the
drastically changes the mining landscape was endangered if no action
taken in heritage safeguarding. In short, the implications of Taiping’s

heritage landscapes conservation enact to sustain heritage significant,

socio-economic entities and community well-being in future.

industries transformed Perak state including Taiping to become the
most progressive development in the political, social and economic
facets. Therefore, it is essentials to discuss the heritage significance
of mining landscape and the historical attributes instinct to the
characteristics of Taiping.

Certainly, Taiping inheritance manifested the rich tin mines in
Larut district, operated as the British administration in Perak and also
retained the first planned town initiated by the 33 of the ‘many firsts’
in Malay states. Taiping was named after the ‘everlasting peace'

il possrersl (e oy off ithe mialiy ey, die eraray i A (Left) The first railroad(8 %4 miles long) connected Port Weld and Taiping for tin shipping

patrons, historical townscape laid by the old shophouses, colonial (Right) Port Weld renamed as Kuala Sepetang changed to become a fishing village
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