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Life through the streets - Shimokitazawa and Houhai -

If you travelled, there might be several unforgettable spots staying
in the brain. But if you lived there, some places might be parts of your
daily life and it would never make you bored or upset.

My dorm is just in the middle of two famous shopping areas in
Tokyo, shibuya and shimokitazawa. In general, I would pass by shibuya
4 days a week as it’s on my way to the campus, while shimokitazawa is
on the other direction which is not as convenient as the former one. But
I found that I would walk to shimokitazawa per week but may not get
out of the shibuya station. In fact, when transport takes us and the goods
anywhere, shopping is not only for buying something but also a break
out of the intensive life. So someone enjoy the latest trend in Shibuya
and I prefer the small shops growing along the streets and decorated into
any styles as to their own characters.

Houhai, in the central area in Beijing, is a place worth one hour
transporting to get there. In fact, it’s also a place worth a second time
or more. Houhai has two wonderful faces, day and night. It’s a very
peaceful place with lake and bridge. The streets and houses are almost
remaining the old pattern as Qing Dynasty. There are hundreds of shops
selling the handmade works and food which were generally named after
Old Beijing, like cloth shoes, Cheongsam, snacks, etc. When the night
comes, the bars around the lake light on and the young people influx.
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You can enjoy the beer and the newest music show here.

&

The two attractive places may share something in common. Diverse,
easy switching and soothing space (with fresh air). Long-term prosperity
and diversity of choice seems to be complementary. Both of the two
place provide us shops, dishes and some more (games in S and music
shows in H). Even if some formats are naturally eliminated, but the
sporadic metabolism, will not waver flourished throughout the region.
And each shop provides some special atmosphere, which can be very
hard for the shops in a big department. Taking a break whenever you
want is easier on the street than the department wherever you’re is still

just some shops’ area, which makes you hurry.

A Shimokitazawa A Houhai
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