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Everyone can make a difference

This spring I had the opportunity to present our
POPS research at the Urban Affairs Association
Conference in San Francisco, where I also meet
some remarkable individuals. John King, San
Francisco Chronicle’s renown architecture critic,
has heightened the public awareness of the city’s
POPS throughout his career. Based on this, Kimia
Haddadah, a young urban designer with San

Francisco’s Planning Department has build up a

comprehensive public POPS database. Paul Chasan,
equally young, developed the city’s pioneering
Parklet Program and other cutting-edge public
space innovations that attracted worldwide
attention. These encounters highlighted for me the
importance of leadership, civic spiritedness, and
vision; it showed that every individual can make a
difference for building more inclusive, livable, and

lovable cities, even if we start small.
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