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Visiting Tohoku Devastated Area
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days technical visit to the devastated area in Tohoku. By 3pm we reached our
destination; Otsuchi Cho and got briefing by the officer; from a NGO called
Hiroba. The organization’s main purpose was to focus on community building
especially on participation of younger generation after the disaster. We can still
see few free standing buildings such as the town hall and few other buildings that
waiting to put down for the future development. On the second day, lunch was
served in local community café called Riku Café. This is where we learned the
spirit of “kino kaori” or good smell. The visit get more interesting when we visit
the biggest affected area; Rikuzen Takata City. We were amazed by how Japan
determine and managed their wastes for this case the debris from the tsunami
seriously. I still can recall the advice from the NGO officer “ appreciate what you

have now because you may no longer have it tomorrow".
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