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Teachers told us their memories in 2012
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Chance to collaborate 5

It is exciting for me to teach?®
and research in Japan at this time.
Centrally located in East Asia and
connected through a dense network
of alumni, one has the chance to
collaborate on many important
international research projects. As the world has entered
the urban age and as global social as well as environmental
problems are growing ever more pressing, so grows the need
for mutual learning and exchange of ideas. How are other
countries dealing with issues of sustainable urban regeneration
and community empowerment? What are useful strategies to
create inclusive and enabling urban settings that can cope with
different global and local challenges?

2012 was a year of intensive international collaboration.
In February we hosted a workshop in Tokyo that brought
together young researchers from Japan, Chile, USA, Germany,
Thailand, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Central question was how
cities across the world are managing the provision of publicly
usable spaces through partnerships with private actors and
how lessons could be applied to other planning cultures. I am
looking forward to intensify this and other cross-disciplinary
intercultural research projects in the coming year and I
would be glad if students made active use of these unique
opportunities.
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