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Architectural Institute of Japan Annual Meeting 2011 —Presentation of the Accomplishment at Waseda Univ.—
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When editor of our magazine asked me to write something about my favorite Japanese town, it
is a chance for me to review my experiences in Japan. Since | was born and brought up in Chinese
cities, my only experience of living in small town was a 2 weeks’ training course of watercolor
painting as an architecture student. Thus frankly saying, | paid no attention and did not realize that
it is also important to look at those people’s life in small towns until | came to Japan and join this lab.

According to my experience, it is difficult to understand the beauty of Japanese small towns if we
only visit as a tourist, since there are much more well-preserved historical towns in other counties.
But with my attendance to projects in our lab, | had a chance to get much closer to those small
towns and people who lives there, especially the town Asuke as a start point for me.

It is a town once vivid as a Shukuba-machi (inn town) in the old “Chuma” Road. What attracted me
first is its close relationship to the nature around and with no clear boundary. But after modern road
constructions, the town and its famous nature site (Koran-kei) was divided by a road and lost their
close connection, also the town lost its function as a Shukuba-machi, only Koran-kei still calls people

to visit during fall season for its beautiful maple.

The people of town create the Koran-kei, but they also have strong willing to keep their old town.
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After | joined the project and had a chance to listen to their talks, it is so unbelievable that people love their town so much and want to

help to conserve the town. Everywhere in the small town, | can feel people’s love and effort to their own town, and it is my favorite part

of Japanese town.
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Study Session about Waterfront & Presentation of Interim Report in Gokayama
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