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Spring has come! Welcome to our lab.
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—New students in Kashiwa—
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The issue continues to the 120st issue, and introduces the new 5 students who are belonging to Spatial
Planning & Design Lab. in Kashiwa Campus that goes at the project with Urban Design Lab.
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An essay by international student vol.7 BTEAET, S5 FELREEOFES AT,
Cat's Street -My Favourite Town in Tokyo, Nezu-

Nezu is filled with cats. There are cat cafes, cat-themed galleries and craft shops,
and most importantly----many cats living between street blocks. Whenever I'm
passing through these streets, | confront cats along the road, by the window or
in the greenery. It might not be a random choice of living here for them. And as |
have always believed, they might be even more sensible of living condition rather
than human beings. In Nezu, cats find place to hide themselves well for a sound
sleep, to chase or even fight with eachother, to carry a stretch under the sun and
to shade themselves back to a corner to observe passers-by.

These subtle requirements actually meet some of the criteria for a good street
block established by Jane Jacobs: continuous, permeable, secured streets with
rich spatial experiences.

But if you want to follow a cat in the street blocks in old Beijing in similar case, you
might have to keep walking on the walls and roofs there. Such places in Beijing are
built based on the unit of courtyards----ones that are well enclosed to leave only
its doors and walls to passers-by. So | have to admit that it is always fascinating
to walk around in a place like Nezu, to always get to experience small changes and
always discover the new.
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Spring is the season that projects start!
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