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I Reconnection within Communities
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Historical Heritage and Community of Hongo, and

their Continuity

#HMHETY A VHHRE  YESHI SAMDRUP
The studio work on place design with historical heritage was a wonderful
experience. Although | faced limitation due to not being able to visit the
site and to gather data, the other members were helpful in informing me
through virtual means. Historical heritage is always an opportunity in
urban scenario and are used as source of regeneration of the area, which
has dwindled its significance over the time. The case in Hongo was
similar to the many of the places where the heritage resources were
losing importance and weak local community vitality, specifically with
local people and students of Utokyo. The condition has exacerbated by
COVID-19. Through the studio work, we were able to understand the site
context and propose three different model cases, aimed to reconnect
communities while revitalizing Hongo area. Due to limitation of the time
and the COVID-19, certain aspects were not satisfactorily covered, for
examples, listening to the opinions of the people from the community and
exhaustive collection of data for traffic. However, with the support and
guidance from the Professors and Sammonji san (source of information
regarding the Hongo area), we were able to propose concrete actions.
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Coordinate to Reach A Broad Consensus
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The cooperation between the members from different cultures and
professions was the biggest challenge except building up a new concept
framework of Smart City while focusing on Carbon Neutrality. However,
what we found is that this challenge can also be a big opportunity. It could
actually reflect the uncertainties we have to face in an international
project because of the different concerns centred on smart city and urban
design. And | think we’ ve struggled to make the outcome with diversity in
order. Even though several issues left to be solved, | still feel | learned a
lot from teachers and each member of the studio.
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